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Hello Eva, 
 
Thanksgiving is an interesting and somewhat strange holiday. It is supposed to be about 
celebrating the help that Native Americans gave to the European Pilgrims that first came to 
the United States. It is controversial with some people because many Native Americans died 
as a result of the Europeans settling in North America. However, most people think of it as a 
holiday to celebrate all that we are grateful to have, friends and family, things like that. It 
mainly focuses on food! Big turkey dinner, pumpkin pie, cranberry sauce - although different 
regions in the United States change the food up a bit, those things are always on the menu. 
In the past few years it has become popular to deep fry the whole turkey! There is also a 
famous parade in the US called the Macy's Parade that is full of giant balloons - the size of 
buildings. Santa Claus always comes last in the parade and it is seen as the start of the 
Christmas season. There are also people that spend the day watching American football.  

My favorite part of Thanksgiving is a day we call Black Friday. Because Thanksgiving is the 
beginning of the CHirstmas shopping season, American stores are open all night and have 
massive sales. Some people get angry because they say that all the shopping ruins the 
point of Thanksgiving, but my sister and I love to go together. We wake up at 2 in the 
morning on Friday morning and go get Pumpkin Spice Coffee - then we shop until about 2 in 
the afternoon! Some people get really crazy about it. In fact I was at the store today and 
there were people camping out in front of the store where tvs were going to be on sale 
Friday just to be at the front of the line! My sister and I just like to hang out together, and it is 
a time were just the two of us get to be, so it is a fun tradition.  
 
I have included some pictures of Thanksgiving. Some people send cards to each other - but 
Christmas is the more traditional time for cards. Everyone sends Christmas cards in the US. 
We also jokingly call Thanksgiving "Turkey Day" - so it is not uncommon to have school 
children make "Turkey Day" cards. An interesting fact was the the US's national bird was 
originally going to be a Turkey instead of an Eagle, but people fought it because we eat 
turkeys for Thanksgiving - and no one wanted to eat the national bird! 
 
I read about your St. Nicolas Day... it is true, we do not have anything like it in the US. In 
Mexico (and by extension many of my students) they celebrate a holiday called Three Kings 
Day (Dia de Reyes), which is on Jan 6. It is when most Meixcan children get gifts (kids get 
them on Dec 25 in the US), because it is the day the 3 kings brought gifts to baby Jesus.  
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